.
Exploration of sample work up prior to LC/ESI-MSMS.
Inferior recoveries of eicosanoids were obtained using the following conditions: 1) Liquid-liquid extraction of serum with MeOH/CHCl 3 (2/1) or with t-butyl methyl ether/hexane (3/1) or with ethyl acetate/hexane (1/1) without solid phase extraction.
2) Treatment of serum with 10 volumes of CH 3 CN followed by centrifugation to remove precipitated protein (no solid phase extraction).
3) Elution of the solid phase extraction cartridge with MeOH/0.1% formic acid instead of MeOH.
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